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• 1993 – 2001: Member of the organisation committee of the Street Parade in Zurich. 
Responsible for the operative coordination of safety, security, hygiene, & first aid. 

• 2002 – today: Member of the managing board of the Street Parade. Responsible for the 
strategic & operative coordination of safety, security, prevention, recycling, waste, cleaning, 
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Title of presentation 
Street Parade Zurich: Development, risks & chances of a unique event 
 
 
Description of the contribution  
The development of the street parade is a unique phenomenon. What started out as a wonderful idea 
in the early nineties transformed nowadays into one of the biggest yearly challenges for the local 
authorities and organizations.  
 
Several hundred thousands of people are surging the downtown area of Switzerland’s biggest City 
once a year in august to participate at the biggest outdoor-event of the city. The event consists of a 
Parade with about 30 trucks/mobile dance floors, each 30 meters long and equipped with a sound 
system of more than 100’000 watts as well as 5 stationary stages spread in the inner city with the 
worlds most famous contemporary dj’s. performing live. 
 
This scenario affects the whole city and regional area and transforms the centre of the city into one 
big melting pot of people, cultures & sounds.  
 
Apart from the content-related success, the street parade is also internationally known for the 
technical success concerning security & safety as well as prevention in the respective communities.  
 
A view behind the curtain of the organization of such an event shows the effort, challenges and 
chances concerning security, safety & prevention. Not everything turned out to be or affect the 
expected way, but 18 years of experience in only having one “try and error”-chance per year cleared 
out the real challenge:  
 
We believe that the key to success is the right or good determination and answer to the questions: 
“What’s realistic?”, “what’s impossible?” and “what’s useless?”  
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